Govt asked to withdraw hike in prices of medicines
Ikram JunaidiUpdated January 13, 2019

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and some of the stakeholders of the health sector have criticised a
sudden increase in prices of various medicines and urged the government to withdraw the decision as middle and lower
classes would suffer the most because of it.
Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar, the spokesman for PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, has said that the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government is preying on the people by hiking the prices.
The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Drap) on Friday had announced up to 15 per cent increase in prices of
various medicines.
He said the constant increase in prices of goods was unacceptable and would not be tolerated. The government first
snatched the calm of the people and was now snatching their lives by increasing the prices of medicines, he said.
“The government’s only performance has been taking from the people the facilities provided to them. In the guise of
claims of providing people with five million houses, the government has only rendered people homeless,” Senator
Khokhar said.
He said that the government’s conduct had been disappointing and it was only a matter of time that the people of
Pakistan would start protesting against the injustice and biased attitude of the PTI rule. The government had proven itself
to be a destructive tsunami, he concluded.
Secretary General of the Pakistan Medical Association Dr Qaisar Sajjad has stated that the association was very much
concerned over the hike in medicine prices.
“The government should find other ways to minimise the effect of increasing the cost of medicines because of the rupee’s
devaluation. It could be done by supporting pharmaceutical companies by reducing taxes and duty on import of raw
materials for manufacturing drugs. Vaccines and raw materials should be produced locally. Fake and counterfeit drugs
and smuggling of medicines should be eliminated on a priority basis,” Dr Sajjad said.
Pakistan Islamic Medical Association’s president Prof Afzal Mian said the rising inflation had exposed the government’s
inability to plan for welfare of the nation. Even if the excuse of devaluation was accepted, it is deplorable that the crunch
was yet again transferred to the people who were struggling to survive, he added.
However, Pharma Bureau’s Executive Director Ayesha Tammy Haq while talking to Dawn said that the increase was not
sufficient as most of the medicine prices were increased by 9pc while the rupee was devalued by over 30pc.
“Chief Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar had also directed the government and Drap to increase the prices of
medicines, considering the hike in the dollar’s value and finally it has been done,” she said.
Ms Haq said that although the increase was not sufficient it would help the pharmaceutical companies to survive. “We
expect that the prices will be further increased at the end of the financial year, considering the Consumer Price Index,”
she said.
In reply to a question, she said that the government could have reduced the taxes rather than passing the burden to
patients, but it did not go for that option.
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Pakistan Medical Association says hike in drug prices
'unacceptable', calls for its reversal
The Newspaper's Staff Reporter Updated January 13, 2019

KARACHI: Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) on Saturday stated that it was “extremely
concerned” over the “unacceptable” increase in the prices of medicines by the federal government.
“The announcement of 15 per cent hike in medicine prices by the Drug Regulatory Authority of
Pakistan with the consent of the federal government is highly disappointing and unacceptable,” said
Dr S.M. Qaisar Sajjad, secretary general of the PMA, in a statement issued here.
“It is very distressing that instead of providing any relief to the people, the government had increased
drug prices despite the fact that the older prices were already unaffordable,” he said.
He added that the painful aspect of the issue was that prices of lifesaving drugs had also been
increased.
“In such a situation when there is scarcity of health facilities at public hospitals, this increase in
medicine prices will add to the miseries of people.”
Dr Sajjad said half of the country’s population lived below the poverty line and they went to public
hospitals for medical treatment.
“The conditions in the public hospitals are very poor. It is responsibility of the government to
improve these facilities; and it should provide free medicines to all the patients coming to the
government hospitals.”
The PMA official suggested that the government should consider some other ways to minimise the
impact of the increased prices of medicines because of devaluation of the rupee.
“It could be done by supporting pharmaceutical companies through reducing taxes and cut in import
duty of the raw material for drugs manufacturing and packaging. Vaccines and raw material for
medicines should be produced in the country. Fake, counterfeit drugs and medicines’ smuggling
should be eliminated on a priority basis.”
The PMA demanded that the federal government review its decision and withdraw the notification
regarding the increase in drug prices to lessen difficulties of poor people who were already suffering
because of the irrepressible inflation and bad economic situation in the country.
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Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) has expressed its concerned over the
announcement of 15 percent hike in the medicine prices by the Drug Regulatory
Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) with the consent of the federal government of Pakistan.
In a press release issued here on Saturday, PMA said it is very distressing that instead
of providing any relief to the masses, government has increased the medicine prices
which was already out of reach of the poor people. The painful aspect of this
development is that prices of life saving drugs have also been increased. In such
conditions when there is scarcity of health facilities at public hospitals, this increment
of medicine prices will add to the misery of the people.
Fifty percent population of the country lives below the poverty line; these people visit
public hospitals for their medical treatment. The conditions of the public hospitals are
very poor. It is the responsibility of the Government to improve these facilities.
Government should provide free medicine to all the patients coming to the
Government run hospitals.
PMA suggests that government should ponder some other ways to minimize the effect
of increasing the cost of medicine because of devaluation of Pakistani currency. It
could be done by supporting pharmaceutical companies through reducing taxes and
cut in import duty of the raw material for drugs manufacturing and packaging.-PR
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Medical bodies reject hike in prices of medicines
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LAHORE - Rejecting recent hike in prices of drugs, medics bodies have demanded withdrawing the
notification and taking alternative measures for reducing cost of inputs.
The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) has announced 9-15 per cent hike in the prices
of medicines due to increase in the value of dollar and its impact on the cost of raw materials and
materials used in the packaging of medicines.
According to a notification issued by DRAP on Friday, nine per cent increase has been approved in
the prices of life-saving drugs and 15pc in the prices of other medicines.
Spokesperson of DRAP said that the price hike in raw materials had affected the availability of
medicines and vaccines in the country. “Pharmaceutical companies say that it is not commercially
viable for them to manufacture such medicine,” he said.
Rejecting the viewpoint of DRAP, Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) believed that there were
other possible measures to compensate for increase in cost of inputs.
It is distressing that instead of providing relieve to the masses, government has increased the
medicine prices which was already out of reach of the poor people, the PMA said. The painful aspect
of this development is that prices of life saving drugs have also been increased. In such conditions
when there is scarcity of health facilities at public hospitals, this increment of medicine prices will
add to the misery of the people.
Fifty percent population of the country lives below the poverty line; these people visit public
hospitals for their medical treatment. The conditions of the public hospitals are very poor. It is the
responsibility of the government to improve these facilities. Government should provide free
medicine to all the patients coming to the public sector hospitals.
PMA suggests that Government should ponder some other ways to minimize the effect of increasing
the cost of medicine because of devaluation of Pakistani currency. It could be done by supporting
pharmaceutical companies through reducing taxes and cut in import duty of the raw material for
drugs manufacturing and packaging. Vaccines and raw material for medicine should be produced in
the country. Fake, counterfeit drugs and medicine smuggling should be eliminated on priority basis.
PMA demands from the federal government to review its decision and withdraw this notification to
ease the difficulties of the poor people already suffering from the inflation and bad economic
situation in the country.
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KARACHI: Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) on Saturday showed concern over
the announcement of 15 per cent hike in the medicine prices by the Drug Regulatory
Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) with the consent of the federal government of Pakistan.
PMA General Secretary Dr S M Qaisar Sajjad said it is very distressing that instead of
providing relief to the masses, the government has increased the medicine prices
which was already out of reach of the poor people.
He said that the painful aspect of this development is that prices of life saving drugs
have also been increased. “In such conditions, when there is a scarcity of health
facilities at public hospitals, this increment of medicine prices will add to the misery
of the people,” he lamented.
Sajjad noted that 50pc population of the country was living below the poverty line;
these people visit public hospitals for their medical treatment. “The conditions of the
public hospitals are extremely poor. It is the responsibility of the government to
improve these facilities,” he added.
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